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THE CHALLENGE

Susan Matale, head of the
Zambian Council of Churches.

| challenge you to join the
campaign for a Tax Dodging Bill.

In Zambia, my country, tax
dodging by big multi-nationals
is a serious problem. The country
is one of the richest in the world
in terms of minerals, yet many of
our citizens live in poverty.

Companies operating in Zambia, who
use our natural and human resources,
must pay their fair share of taxes.

| hope you will join me in calling for a Tax Dodging Bill in the UK. Such a bill
would help stem the flow of money being lost to tax dodging, meaning there
would be more to pay for vital services in countries like Zambia, and also

in the UK and elsewhere.

You can play a vital role in getting Tax Dodging Bill passed. Please take
up this challenge and help give a voice to the voiceless in my country.

This toolkit will give you everything you need to help campaign for change.

There are many people campaigning to tackle tax dodging across the
world, including in Zambia. Please join them.

Thank you,

Reverend Suzanne Matale
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THE PROBLEM

We all pay our tax. But companies like
Amazon, Google and Starbucks can get
away without paying their fair share.
Every year the UK loses billions of
pounds to corporate tax dodging,
while developing countries lose an
estimated US$160 billion. Unbelievably,
much of this is legal. Big corporations
take advantage of a system that

allows them to dodge paying their fair
share, because tax rules are rigged

in their favour.

Meanwhile, around 13 million people -
including 3.7 million children - live in
poverty in the UK. Globally, a billion
children live in poverty, and in poorer
countries 57 million children miss out

on primary school. An estimated billion
of the world’s poorest people still don’t
receive the health services they need.
While so many governments’ budgets
are already stretched, cracking down on
corporate tax dodging is crucial to ensure
there is money available to right these
wrongs.

THE SOLUTION

The good news is that it doesn’t have

to be this way. On 7 May the UK has a
general election. In the coming months
we have a real opportunity to influence
the priorities of the future government for
the next five years.

Politicians can change the UK’s tax rules to
make sure that companies pay their fair
share of tax when they do business here.

Not only that, the UK’s tax rules can also
help ensure UK companies pay their fair
share of tax wherever they operate

- including in some of the world's
poorest countries.

We need to change the UK’s rules to make
all companies pay their fair share. We
need to make tax fair. We need a Tax
Dodging Bill. The potential benefits

are huge.

We estimate that the Tax
Dodging Bill could generate
at least £3.6 billion more a

year in tax to fight poverty
in the UK, and billions for
developing countries.

We’re calling for a law that will:

- make it harder for big companies to
dodge UK taxes and ensure they’re not
getting unfair tax breaks

- ensure UK tax rules don’t encourage
big companies to avoid tax in
developing countries

- make the UK tax regime more
transparent and tougher on
tax dodging.

We are also calling for political parties to
commit to using the funds raised in the
UK to tackle poverty here.

For more information go to:
www.taxdodgingbill.org.uk
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WHO’S AFFECTED BY TAX DODGING?
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Caroline Muchanga showing her receipt
for the market stall tax she has to pay.

The fact that some of the biggest
corporations pay less than their fair share
of tax means that governments - here and
in some of the world’s poorest countries

- are losing out on taxes which could be
used to fight poverty. Poorer countries are
hit hardest because they rely on corporate
tax revenues to fund poverty reduction
even more than richer countries.

Caroline Muchanga runs a market stall
in Mazabuka, Zambia. Caroline works
hard to keep her small business going,
and she also pays the taxes levied by the
government on her market stall. When her
children get sick, Caroline takes them to

the government funded health centre just
behind the market. “We spend so much
time in the queues - even three hours due
to so many patients who are there... when
you go to the government hospitals, you
find that there is no medicine.”

Caroline sells sugar made by Zambia
Sugar in the factory next door to her
stall. Zambia Sugar is owned by British
multinational Associated British Foods
(ABF), which also owns household brands
Kingsmill, Twinings and Silver Spoon.
According to research by international
charity ActionAid, the company paid
‘virtually no’ corporate income tax in
Zambia between 2007-12, despite making
profits of USS123million. This is not to
suggest that ABF did anything illegal,

or even unusual. ActionAid’s research
highlights a variety of national and
international mechanisms that can result
in multinational corporations generating
large profits without being significantly
taxed. This is precisely why the rules must
be changed to make tax fair.

WHO IS CAMPAIGNING FOR THE

TAX DODGING BILL?

A number of charities and campaigning
organisations are working together to
call for a Tax Dodging Bill. We all believe

that the current tax system isn’t fair, and
that tackling tax dodging can deliver
real benefits for people living in poverty
in the UK and in developing countries.
The coalition includes organisations
tackling domestic and global poverty,

and represents some of the broad

range of interests that support tackling
tax dodging. Many others, including
academics, economists, politicians and
parts of the business community also
want strong action to tackle tax dodging,
although they are not formal members of
this coalition.
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GET IN TOUCH!

c/o Tax Dodging Bill Campaign
Supporter Relations, Oxfam GB,
Oxfam House, John Smith Drive,
Oxford, OX4 2JY

Phone: 0300 200 1300
Email: campaign@taxdodgingbill.org.uk
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